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2 DIE ON SCHOOL BUS 


Farm near Oakland, 
Iowa, where teen lived 
may have been driver's 


first stop on route 


By ERIN Durry, Jay WiTHROW 
AND ANDREW J. NELSON 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS 


OAKLAND, Iowa— He was a 
longtime school bus driver and 
local city councilman wrapping 
up his final days behind the 
wheel before back surgery. 

She was a bubbly high 
schooler who climbed aboard 
the bus, ready to start the 
school day at Riverside Ju- 
nior-Senior High School. 

But Tuesday morning took 
a tragic turn for Donnie Hen- 
dricks, 74, and Megan Klindt, 
16, who could not escape a fire 
that engulfed their school bus 
in rural Pottawattamie Coun- 
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At top, mourners embrace at Fellowship Church 
in Oakland, lowa, where a prayer service was 
held Tuesday night. Megan Klindt, 16, and Donnie 
Hendricks, 74, were killed when the bus they were on 


caught fire on Tuesday morning. 
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ty, leaving it a blackened and 
burnt shell. 

News of the deadly fire, 
which occurred just southeast 
of Oakland, Iowa, reverberat- 
ed across the small-town com- 
munities of Oakland, Carson 
and Macedonia, where many 
residents knew both victims. 

“Just about everyone in town 
has come and said their sor- 
rys,” said Denton Hendricks, 
Donnie Hendricks’ 19-year-old 
grandson who lives in Carson. 

On social media, many 
posted a photo featuring the 
bulldog mascot of the River- 
side Community School Dis- 
trict with a special message: 
“Prayers for Riverside.” 

About 50 people turned out 
for a brief prayer service 
Tuesday night at Fellowship 
Church near Oakland, where 
Megan’s sister worships. 

Before she went inside, 


See Bus fire: Page 3 
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8TH CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS 
With party-line vote, Grasz 


earns Senate confirmation 


Democrats criticize the 
speed at which Trump’s 
nominees are moving 


By Joseph MORTON 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


WASHINGTON — Steve Grasz 
can start picking out his black 
robes now. 

The Omaha attorney was con- 
firmed Tuesday to the 8th Circuit 
Court of Appeals when the Senate 
voted 50 to 48, along party lines, 
in his favor. 

Grasz is among several judicial 
nominees confirmed or expected 
to be confirmed this week over the 
objections of Senate Democrats, 
who have questioned whether the 
nominees can rule on cases impar- 
tially. Democrats also have ques- 
tioned the speed of the confirma- 
tion process. 

In the case of Grasz, the Amer- 


Trump tweet targeting Gillibrand 
sparks outrage. Page 4A 


ican Bar Association gave him a 
rare unanimous “not qualified” 
rating and specifically cited con- 
cerns expressed by colleagues 
in confidential interviews that he 
would be unable to set aside deep 
ideological beliefs. 

Both of Nebraska’s Republican 
U.S. senators recommended Grasz 
for the position and have defended 
him throughout the confirmation 
process, saying the ABA rating 
was politically motivated. 

Sen. Ben Sasse, R-Neb., a mem- 
ber of the Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee, took to the Senate floor 
ahead of Tuesday’s vote to respond 
to concerns about Grasz’s abili- 
ty to be impartial and said many 
Nebraskans had written letters in 
support of Grasz. 

He read a series of quotes from 
Nebraskans saying they had deal- 


See Grasz: Page 2 


Take me to your lederhosen 


Busloads of tourists make their way to Omaha for ethnic 
holiday festivities and other seasonal events. Money 
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ALABAMA RACE 


Democrat's 
win narrows 


GOP's Senate 
edge to 51-49 


Doug Jones defeats 
Roy Moore, who had 
the president's support 


MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) — 
Democrat Doug Jones narrowly 
won election to the U.S. Senate 
from Alabama on Tuesday, dealing 
a political blow to President Don- 
ald Trump. 

Jones defeated Republican Roy 
Moore, a onetime GOP pariah who 
was embraced by the Republican 
Party and the president even af- 
ter facing allegations of sexual 
impropriety. 

Jones, an attorney and former 
prosecutor, rallied voters on a 
message of moving past the Moore 
controversies. He was buoyed by 
a massive turnout among Afri- 
can-American voters along with an 
influx of national Democratic cash 
and endorsements. 

Jones’ victory is set to narrow 
the slim Republican majority over 
Democrats in the Senate to 51-49. 

Jones captured 49.5 percent of 
the vote to 48.8 percent for Moore 
with nearly 100 percent of polling 
stations reporting. 

Jones, 63, is best known for 
prosecuting two Ku Klux Klan 
members for the 1963 bombing 
of a Birmingham Baptist church 
that killed four girls. The bombers 
were not tried until the 1990s. 

He has never held elective of- 
fice, but his odds-defying victo- 
ry will likely scramble Trump’s 
legislative agenda for the coming 
year. It also threatens to heighten 


See Jones: Page 2 


Topgolf area 
will be second 
in Omaha to 
collect extra tax 


By Emity Nour 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Diners at the planned Topgolf 
development in west Omaha will 
pay the highest tax rate in the met- 
ro area for a meal. 

The Omaha City Council on 
Tuesday voted 5-2 to make the Top- 
golf project the city’s second “en- 
hanced employment district.” 

The designation will allow the 
entertainment complex to charge a 
1.75 percent tax on food and retail 
items within the 14-acre district. 

That will be on top of the 7 per- 
cent local and state sales tax and 
Omaha’s 2.5 percent restaurant tax. 

The city’s restaurant tax and 
the new tax are both also subject 
to sales tax, meaning diners at the 
development will pay a total of 
11.55 percent tax. 

That amounts to $11.55 in taxes 
on a $100 food and drink bill. 

Council members Rich Pahls 
and Aimee Melton voted against 
the plan, while proponents argued 
that the tax was necessary and 
suited this particular project. 

Pahls raised concerns that the city 
code provision allowing the occupa- 
tion tax will create pockets across 
the city that collect additional taxes. 


See Topgolf: Page 2 


To make 
donations: 
Online: Omaha. 
com/goodfellows 
Mail: World-Herald 
Goodfellows, 1314 Douglas St., 
Suite 600, Omaha, NE 68102 
Donations to date: $288,121.41 
Story in Midlands 


Nothing says Christmas like ... 


Bellevue tattoo shop’s holiday 
tradition: free ink. Midlands 


Double duty for Scott Frost 


The coach is back in Orlando for UCF 
bowl prep, Husker recruiting. Sports 


The movie middle child 


How do No. 2s in trilogies hold up to 
the movies before and after? Living 


Omaha forecast 


High: 48 Low: 25 
Cloudy 
Details: 6B 
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